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Dear Readers,

The countries of the Middle East, a region rich in history and diversity, face an
array of challenges, from conflict and displacement to political upheaval and
social transformation amid climate change. In this turbulent landscape, stories of
strife and resilience, triumphs and difficulties emerge daily.

However, the lives and voices of the people most affected by these challenges are
often not fully heard, be it because of their ethnicity, religious affiliation, political
beliefs, economic status or gender. To give these marginalised groups and
minorities a voice and bring their issues to the front, our programme is named
Qarib, an Arabic word meaning "close" or "near". This reflects our support for
journalists and media who create proximity to the heart of the stories they cover
and the communities they serve.

The Qarib Journalism Award 2023 reaffirms our commitment to recognising and
celebrating these remarkable journalists from lIraq, Palestine, Jordan and
Lebanon. We have designed the categories of our award accordingly to honour
outstanding contributions on minorities and the impact of climate change on
people in the region, and to challenge gender stereotypes: In two categories, we
honour women journalists who report on security and politics as well as on
business, which is incomprehensibly often not associated with them.

From more than 100 applications received, our jury composed of Rana Sabbagh
(Senior Editor of the Organised Crime Corruption Reporting Project), Maya
Beydoun (Editor-in-Chief of France 24) and Thierry Vallat (CEO of Canal France
International) selected fifteen outstanding stories and journalists who have
demonstrated exceptional commitment, courage and integrity in their reporting.
These journalists have seen through the complexity of the political landscapes,
delved into social issues and created this proximity to the people who represent
the lives of millions of people in the region.

Their stories have not only informed us, but also moved our hearts and
challenged our perspectives.

We hope you, dear readers, feel the same way and enjoy the stories.

The team.
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Best coverage of security and politics by female journalists
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Tortured Iragis confess to crimes they didn't commit - Baneen Elias, Iraq
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Between Syria and North Lebanon: A complex system of illegal migration networks - Jana Dhaybi, Lebanon
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Pregnancy discrimination in Jordan's private schools - Shefa'a Al-Qudah, Jordan
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Best business and economy reporting by female journalists

Creoadd (agsadl JG 1 Ege 8 e ] s B3l

There is nothing wrong with being a female broker, it's a profession - Tala Al-Sharif, Palestine
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Wealth created by women, claimed by men - Kahteera, Lebanon
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Best reporting on climate change and the environment
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The Honey Mesquite: An invasive threat to Jordan's ecosystem - Salam Akram & Mamdouh Al-Hanahna, Jordan
o8l ol 238/ Ll b 5 Llowd el . g all i
Women in Jordan: The forgotten victims 01; cIim:ate change - Farah Atiyat, Jordan
il smudl g5 / lSan e gall e syl - sl sl Ll
Unravelling Tripoli's "Death Mountain" in Lebanon - Joudy Al-Asmar, Lebanon
s ot all ilos | B3 5 i s o Blagl
Cancerous emissions in Gaza - Mostafa Al-Dahdoh, Palestine
ol gy ey | sl Blandly 3340 oy Lngdlly 3agall I 5

Changing challenges for the Diyala River: From floods to drought and desertification - Hussain Rasheed, Iraq
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The plight of minorities in Irag: Between violence, discrimination and erasure in face of continuous emigration
Nawzat Shamdin, Iraq
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The Baha'is in Iraq: From closures of places of worship to negotiations over the constitution -
Mobeen Kishany, Iraq
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Excluded citizens: The life of Iragi Roma between the city’'s ruins and rejection by the authorities
Istibraq Al-Zubaidy, Iraq
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Best coverage of security and politics by female journalists
First place - Tortured Iragis confess to crimes they didn't commit, by Baneen Elias

Second place - Between Syria and North Lebanon: A complex system of illegal migration
networks, by Jana Dhaybi

Third place - Pregnancy discrimination in Jordan's private schools, by Shefa’a Al-Qudah
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Tortured Iragis confess to crimes they
didn’t commit.

By Baneen Elias, Iraq
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Tortured Iraqis confess to crimes they didn't commit

In the pages of this gripping report published on Raseef22, journalist Benin Elias reveals
the harrowing story of Iragis whose lives have been irretrievably destroyed by unlawful
arrests and confessions extracted under torture. Caught in a nightmarish cycle, these
people have spent years languishing in prison. But the situation has changed and Law
No. 30 of 2008, under which they were wrongfully imprisoned, is now proof of their
innocence and exonerates them from the unfounded accusations against them.

But despite this clear acquittal, justice has fallen by the wayside. Victims are denied
compensation, reparations and even the most basic human rights - the dignity and
respect they deserve. This report shines a harsh light on their tragic situation and calls for
recognition and moral rectitude for those whose lives have been unjustly torn apart

Find the full
story here
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Baneen Elias, Iraq
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Baneen is a passionate civil society advocate who has dedicated more than a decade of
her life to the causes of child protection and women's rights. She has worked with leading
media and news organisations, while actively engaging with humanitarian teams,
government authorities and UN agencies across Iraq.

As a journalist, Baneen does not shy away from pressing human rights issues facing
women, particularly in the Arab region, and especially in Irag. Her work serves as a
powerful catalyst for action, challenging the prevailing stereotypes that have long limited
the role of women in society.

Baneen's journalistic contributions have been featured on renowned platforms such as
Raseef 22, where she continues to amplify voices and stories that demand attention,
empathy and action.
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Between Syria and North Lebanon:
A complex system of illegal migration
networks.

By Jana Dhaybi, Lebanon
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Between Syria and North Lebanon: A complex system of illegal migration networks

This month-long investigation, published on Al-Jazeera Online, reveals details of the dangerous
journeys offered by smugglers and brokers between Lebanon and Syria after northern Lebanon
increasingly became a hub for illegal immigration to Europe. The investigation is based on the
testimonies of victims, immigrants and people seeking immigration to Europe through the shores
of northern Lebanon, as well as exclusive testimonies of smugglers and brokers who are at the core
of an opaque, unregulated economy moving hundreds of thousands of dollars in a country
suffering from a lack of hard currency.

This investigative journey relies on firsthand observations and on-the-ground information,
revealing the symbiotic relationship between sea-based migration from Lebanon and land-based
migration from Syria. It substantiates the findings with exclusive data and disclosures sourced from
the Lebanese military and judiciary. The readers will be equiped with a comprehensive
understanding of this escalating crisis, and offered a platform for analysis and insights into a
phenomenon that is rapidly intensifying amidst Lebanon's multifaceted challenges and
deteriorating conditions. ;

Find the full
story here
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Jana is a dedicated journalist who currently holds positions at two leading news outlets: Al-Modon
newspaper and as correspondent for Al Jazeera Net in Lebanon. In addition to these roles, she
works with the French Press Agency (AFP).

Jana's journalistic mission is guided by a commitment to providing comprehensive coverage. She
specialises in producing in-depth investigative and incisive reports that cover a wide range of
critical topics, including politics, social dynamics, security issues and, in particular, human rights
concerns. Her work often highlights the challenges faced by women, refugees and immigrants,

amplifying their voices and pleading for real change.
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Pregnancy discrimination in Jordan's
private schools.

By Shefa’'a Al-Qudah
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Pregnancy discrimination in Jordan's private schools

The idea for this story that was pubslished on Raseef22 came up when a public school circulated a
directive asking teachers to regulate their pregnancies and schedule deliveries exclusively during
the summer holidays. Shefa’a Quda conducted interviews with 18 teachers from various public
schools in Jordan, all of whom shared their own stories of contract terminations or undue pressure
to undergo pregnancy tests.

Among them is the story of Hanadi, who was initially hired as a deputy head teacher because of her
excellent qualifications. However, her joy quickly turned to despair when her pregnancy became
apparent at the beginning of the school year, leading to an abrupt termination of her contract.
Teacher Hanan also encountered a discouraging pattern in 2009 when talking to school
headmasters: All asked the intrusive and discriminatory question, "Are you pregnant?" These
accounts expose the harrowing reality faced by female teachers in public schools in Jordan as they
grapple with the profound scrutiny of their pregnancy and the resulting consequences.

Find the full
story here
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Shefa'a is a dedicated journalist who graduated from Yarmouk University with a degree in
Journalism and Media in 2018. Her journey in journalism has taken her around the world, where
she has left her mark on several prestigious publications, including the International Journalists

Network, Raseef22, My Kali and Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism, among others.

Her compelling reporting on human rights has earned her recognition and acclaim, with awards

from esteemed organisations such as Journalists for Human Rights and Tamkeen for Legal Aid.

Her unwavering commitment to excellence in storytelling has led her to participate in various
training programmes and courses, focusing on the art of investigative journalism and the dynamic

world of mobile journalism.
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Best business and economy reporting by female journalists

First place - There is nothing wrong with being a female broker, it's a profession,
by Tala Al-Sharif

Second place - Wealth created by women, claimed by men, by Khateera
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There is nothing wrong with being
a female broker, it's a profession.

By Tala Al-Sharif, Palestine
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There is nothing wrong with being a female broker, it's a profession

In this video report created by Tala Al-Sharif for Female Chimeras, we are introduced to
the inspiring journey of Jessica and Amira, two sisters who defied societal norms and
expectations to start a thriving real estate business in Palestine. By sharing their personal
experiences, their triumphs and the challenges they overcame, this narrative offers a
relatable perspective. Their story is an example of resilience and unwavering
determination in a field traditionally dominated by men. She also sheds light on the
obstacles that women entrepreneurs often face on their path to success.

The theme of women excelling in the Palestinian real estate sector is not only innovative
but also highly topical. It boldly challenges entrenched gender stereotypes and highlights
the immense potential that women have in historically male-dominated fields.

Through the compelling journey of Jessica and Amira, this story offers a new and
invigorating perspective on women's empowerment. It highlights the transformative
impact women can have on economic development and emphasises the need to break
down gender biases in entrepreneurship.

Find the full
story here
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Tala Al-Sharif is a Palestinian journalist and the founder of Female Chimeras, a media
platform dedicated to transforming narratives and empowering the voices of Palestinian
women through storytelling.

With more than 8 years of experience as a storyteller, producer and presenter, Tala has
hosted and created programmes for numerous radio stations with a focus on
empowering marginalised communities. She has also successfully produced more than
20 documentaries chronicling the remarkable lives of Palestinian women.

Her expertise also extends to providing media training and consulting for many feminist
organisations. She holds a Master's degree in Journalism and New Media from the Jordan
Media Institute and a Bachelor's degree in Radio and Television from Birzeit University.
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Wealth created by women,
claimed by men.

By Khateera, Lebanon
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Wealth created by women, claimed by men

This publication by Khateera delves into a significant and under-discussed topic,
shedding light on the unpaid care work undertaken by women in the Arab world. The
report uncovers the stories of women who have played a pivotal role in building their
husbands' wealth, yet their contributions often go unrecognized. In many cases,
husbands consider the accumulated wealth during their marriage as exclusively their
own, disregarding the wife's involvement.

This subject in itself is groundbreaking in the Arab region, as it challenges prevailing
notions that household work is not considered legitimate employment and therefore
goes unpaid. The concept of recognizing domestic work as valuable labor is relatively
unfamiliar, even though every “housewife” is essentially a working woman. This disparity
remains largely unaddressed in legal frameworks in most Arab countries and is not well
covered on Arabic platforms.

Find the full
story here
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Arabic, Khateera translates to “dangerous woman or impactful woman”. Khateera is a
digital content creating platform that inspires Arab women to reach their full potential
and engages both men and women in the region to be agents of change for a more
balanced society. Its target audience is 16 to 35-year-old women and men - millennials
and Gen Z. Khateera creates and curates entertaining, inspiring, and educational content
that debunks gender stereotypes, supports women on their self-realisation journey and
better equips them to face their challenges. In addition to editorial content, Khateera
produces a variety of video content such as series and tutorials released and distributed
across its social media channelsm including Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.

khateera.com
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Best reporting on climate change and the environment

First place - The Honey Mesquite: An invasive threat to Jordan's ecosystem,
by Salam Freihat & Mamdouh Al-Hanahneh

First place - Women in Jordan: The forgotten victims of climate change, by Farah Atiyat
Second place - Unravelling Tripoli's "Death Mountain" in Lebanon, by Joudy Al-Asmar
Third place - Cancerous emissions in Gaza, by Mostafa Al-Dahdoh

Third place - Changing challenges for the Diyala River: From floods to drought and desertification,
by Hussein Rasheed
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The Honey Mesquite: An invasive threat to
Jordan's ecosystem.

By Salam Freihat & Mamdouh Al-Hanahneh,
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The Honey Mesquite: An invasive threat to Jordan's ecosystem

This investigative report looks at the history of the honey mesquite tree, which is one of
the top 10 invasive species in Jordan's fragile ecosystem. These trees thrive in both the
southern and northern regions of the Jordan Valley and have unleashed a cascade of
destructive impacts, affecting the lives of local residents, threatening the livelihoods of
farmers and undermining water security.

The unstoppable spread and rapid growth of Honey Mesquite is fuelled by its voracious
absorption of surface and groundwater, up to 30 metres deep. This unbridled thirst has
turned once fertile agricultural lands into desolate wastelands.

Journalists Salam Akram and Mamdouh Hanahneh undertook this investigation because
they recognised the urgent need to address environmental issues that often remain
hidden. Remarkably, there was no comprehensive coverage of the honey mesquite tree
prior to their work, so their work was instrumental in shedding light on this critical issue.
Furthermore, these invasive trees have gained a regional foothold in the Arab world in
countries such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Palestine and Sudan, and pose a global challenge
in numerous other countries as well.
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Salam Freihat / Jordan
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Salam is an experienced journalist specialising in investigative reporting and dedicates
her talents to raising awareness on critical human rights and environmental issues. Her

relentless commitment is to inform the public of their rights and to advocate for the
paramount importance of environmental protection.

She currently also forges partnerships with media foundations and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) that share her mission of promoting awareness and
understanding.
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Mamdouh is a dedicated Jordanian journalist who has honed his career in the realm of
investigative journalism, collaborating with various print, audio, and visual media
platforms. His multifaceted expertise extends beyond traditional journalism,
encompassing proficiency in voiceovers and content creation for YouTube.
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Women in Jordan: The forgotten victims of

climate change.

By Farah Atiyat, Jordan
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Women in Jordan: The forgotten victims of climate change

The investigative report published in the daily newspaper "Al-Ghad" highlights the impact of
climate change on the most vulnerable populations in Jordan, with a focus on women in villages in
the north of the Kingdom.

The report takes the reader on a journey through the northeastern once-thriving Badia region,
where livestock and birds once thrived , which is now abandoned. Against this setting, Farah Atiyeh
documented the plight of many women who have been deprived of their main sources of income
due to the inexorable advance of climate change.

The research highlights a critical neglect: Governments' climate change strategies have largely
ignored gender perspectives. Efforts to empower women in addressing the climate crisis in Jordan
remain fragmented, and there are no discernible indicators of the effectiveness of government
initiatives in this area.

However, amidst the bleak portrayal of women's suffering, the research also sheds light on
inspiring success stories. Some women have demonstrated remarkable resilience by setting up
independent home-based projects that not only provided them with livelihoods but also uplifted
their families in the face of climate change challenges.
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Find the full
story here
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Farah has been a dedicated member of the Al-Ghad Daily Newspaper team since May 2004,
specialising in reporting on the Ministry of Environment and climate change issues in Jordan and
the MENA region for over 16 years.

She recently reached an important milestone by earning her master's degree from the Jordan
Media Institute in journalism and new media. Her expertise in this field is also demonstrated by the
publication of her first research paper entitled "Ethical Standards in Publishing Press Pictures on

Websites" in the renowned Mutah Journal for Studies and Research in March 2021.
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Unravelling Tripoli's "Death Mountain"
in Lebanon.

By Joudy Al-Asmar
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Unravelling Tripoli's "Death Mountain" in Lebanon

In September 2022, a devastating fire engulfed Tripoli's enduring garbage mountain, sparking an urgent
investigation led by Joudy Al-Asmar. Her meticulous inquiry delved deep into the crisis, extending to a new
landfill and a compost production facility. This comprehensive approach unveiled previously undisclosed
evidence, backed by rigorous laboratory tests.

The endeavour was not without challenges: Joudy's request for a site visit was delayed, so she rented a boat and
explored the mountain from Tripoli's port. This bold move brought to light a previously unknown facet of the
story and enriched the investigation.

The resulting report shed light on the extensive harm inflicted on water, air, soil, and the health of the local
population, in addition to the far-reaching economic consequences. It exposed a litany of violations perpetrated
by the implicated companies, drawing from exclusive testimonials and a diverse array of sources. Despite
budget constraints, Joudy went the extra mile by creating infographics and illustrations to ensure the issue's
accessibility to the public.

Find the full
story here
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Joudy Al-Asmar is a well-known Lebanese journalist with a distinguished career spanning over a decade. Her
remarkable contributions have been published in numerous respected regional media outlets such as ARl
Network, Al-Majalla and Annahar, where she consistently brings about worthwhile difference through her
publications. Her commitment revolves around bringing urgent environmental and climate issues into the

spotlight while providing an important platform for marginalised communities.

In her current role, Joudy is a key member of the Assafir Al-Arabi team, further strengthening her influence and

commitment to responsible journalism.
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Cancerous emissions in Gaza.

By Mostafa Al-Dahdoh, Palestine
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Cancerous emissions in Gaza

In this compelling reportage, journalist Mostafa Al-Dahdoh embarks on a poignant journey as he
observes the daily routine of people who set out each morning to indiscriminately collect plastic
containers of all kinds. This seemingly ordinary activity triggers spontaneous dialogues about what
becomes of these containers and to whom they are eventually sold.

At the heart of this story is a focused exploration of the dangers posed by containers of chemical
waste and their serious impact on the health of citizens and workers. At the same time, the
investigation reveals the precarious status of regulatory oversight in Gaza's industrial sector and
raises a host of pressing questions. After more than five months of dedicated work, the journalist
has succeeded in finding answers to these pressing questions and shedding light on a critical issue
that requires immediate attention.

Find the full
story here
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Mostafa is an experienced investigative journalist whose career dates back to 2013 and during
which he has made significant journalistic contributions.

His passion for his craft is reflected in his wide-ranging interests, which include human rights,
political analysis, economic issues and a strong expertise in data journalism. Over the course of his
career, Mostafa has produced a remarkable portfolio of 15 investigative reports, each in
collaboration with various stakeholders. He has also authored a variety of in-depth written and
television reports, demonstrating his dedication to in-depth stories.

His contributions span partnerships with renowned organisations, including the ARI] Arab
Reporters for Investigative Journalism Network, the BBC Arabic channel and the prestigious
Al-Arabi Al-Jadeed newspaper. In addition, Mostafa has lent his expertise as an information auditor
to the Arab Network for Information Auditors.
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Changing challenges for the Diyala River:
From floods to drought and desertification.

By Hussein Rasheed, Iraq
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Changing challenges for the Diyala River: from floods to drought and
desertification

In his compelling report for the Iragi Al-Mada, Hussain Rasheed looks at the complex
interplay between climate change and the political landscape, both of which have a
profound and direct impact on the fate of the Diyala River.

The Diyala River is the lifeline of the agricultural and irrigation sector in Diyala
Governorate, a region of utmost importance to Iraq's agricultural and horticultural
endeavours. It is also a popular haven for tourists, especially in the scenic Al-Sudur and
Hamrin Lake areas, and for the network of rivers that flow from it. These watercourses
play a central role in meeting the daily needs of residents in the towns touched by their
meandering streams. Unfortunately, these cities are in a dire environmental and
socio-economic situation, characterised by persistent and increasing water scarcity, with
immense consequences for the economy and society, especially in this region.

.Jl

Find the full
story here
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Born in 1971 in Shahraban, Diyala Governorate, Iraq, Hussein Rasheed is a prolific
independent writer and journalist. With a rich and varied career spanning several media
outlets, Hussein has held key editorial roles in several respected publications. His
positions include Editor-in-Chief of Political News and Reports at Al Mada newspaper,
where he also headed the newspaper's investigative department, and Editor-in-Chief of
Al-Hurriya television station.

Currently, Hussein Rashid is the editor-in-chief of the Media Bureau of the
Communications and Media Commission, a position he has held since 2018. His
contributions are not limited to editorial pieces; he also writes columns for renowned
newspapers such as Al-Sabah, Al-Mada and Al-Alam. In addition, he is known for his
articles and journalistic research, most of which have been published in Al-Mada
newspaper. As a testament to his creative skills, Hussein Rashid has written a book of
short stories, which is a testament to his literary talent and extensive journalistic
experience.






{

LIS e ys i s

Best reporting on minorities

Syl U5 3 508lg esatly caisll oy 13lall 3 SLIEYI dimea 1 oY1 55 50l
O_.).MLJJ 039.3 ‘TOA‘O‘U‘ 45 ).QJJ.U.AJ" '

iseall gl 8yglie L] Jbuall $E] a3yl b youiled] 1 I 35 sl

2oy gaall s g Bl yae e velimal edolge’ teJLl IS sl
3l Bl ddneal) slalull

Best reporting on minorities

First place - The plight of minorities in Irag: Between violence, discrimination and
erasure in face of continuous emigration, by Nawzat Shamdin

Second place - The Baha'is in Irag: From closures of places of worship to negotiations
over the constitution, by Mobeen Khishany

Third place - Excluded Citizens: The life of Iragi Roma between the city’s ruins and
rejection by the authorities, by Istibraq Al-Zubaydi
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The plight of minorities in Iraq: Between
violence, discrimination and erasure in face
of continuous emigration.

By Nawzat Shamdin, Iraq
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The plight of minorities in Iraq: between violence, discrimination and erasure in face of continuous
emigration

The unstable security situation in Iraq since the fall of the Iragi regime in 2003 and the activities of armed
religious groups have taken a heavy toll on minorities. Many of their sons were systematically targeted,
murdered, abducted, forcibly relocated and deprived of their property. Those left behind suffered
discrimination and lack of representation or no representation at all in legislative and administrative bodies. All
this resulted in the members of minorities being forced into internal displacement or external migration
unprecedented in history. There is even a fear that Iraq is losing this historical social fabric due to the
continuous migration of some minorities.

Nawzat Shamdin’s investigation created for NIRIJ, Network of Iraqi Reporters for Investigative Journalism, and
published on Sawt Al-Iraq draws a map of the situation of prominent minorities in Irag, focusing on Yazidis,
Christians, Shabak, Kakai and Sabaeans. It is devoted to the individual status of each minority, the remaining
population and the measures taken by the central government in Baghdad to end internal displacement,
rebuild the affected areas and persuade residents to return. It alos critically raises the question of what can be
done to stop the emigration of minorities from Iraq and how to persuade migrants and even IDPs to return to
their regions.

Nawzat Shamdeen's work is an exceptionally rich account of the critical situation of minorities in Iraq and the
impact of war and violence on them.

Find the full
story here
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Nawzat Shamdin is a well-known Iraqi journalist, novelist, and literary critic from Mosul.

During his journalism career, he worked for various publications such as Ninevah Daily, Wadi Al-Rafidayn,
Mustakbal al Iragi, and Al Mada. Since 2010, he has served as editor-in-chief for the cultural journal Thagafat.
Shamdin has also contributed to Iragiyoun daily, Aleqtissadiya weekly, for NIRIJ and occasionally reported for
the online journal Nigash. He is known for his critical reporting on various political and humanitarian issues in
Iraq, as well as for his role as a literary and theatre critic.

In addition to his journalism work, Nawzat Shamdin is a novelist and short-story writer. His novel "Half A Moon"
was published in Arabic in 2002. He is a member of the Iragi Union of Writers, the International Federation of
Journalists, and the Iraqi Journalist Association. Shamdin also holds a law degree and is a member of the Iraqi
Bar Association.

Journalists, including Shamdin, were and still are targeted for their critical reporting. Shamdin experienced
kidnapping attempts, threats, and demands for ransom. His dedication to journalism and literature in the face
of such risks demonstrates his resilience and commitment to his craft.
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The Baha'is in Iraq: From closures of places
of worship to negotiations over the constitution.

By Mobeen Khishany, Irag
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The Baha'is in Iraq: From closures of places of worship to negotiations over the constitution

Mobeen Khishany’s story published on the Iraqi platform Jummar sheds light on the unique challenges faced by
the Baha'i community in Irag. While they are tolerated as long as they steer clear of political involvement that
challenges the ruling parties, they remain marginalized and unrecognized. The article delves into the historical
backdrop of discrimination and persecution against Baha'is in Iraq, particularly the impact of Law No. 105 in
1970, which prohibited Baha'i activities.

The story highlights the suspicion of Baha'is having political ties, even though these allegations lack substantial
evidence. Post-2003, there have been some improvements, including the reopening of Baha'i centers and local
elections. However, the Baha'is still face obstacles to official recognition and encounter difficulties with
personal status laws.

The younger generation of Baha'is in Iraq seeks cautious progress, prioritizing safety and gradual change over
direct confrontation. Despite the challenges, the Baha'i community in Iraq, estimated to range from 200,000 to
500,000 people across various provinces, continues to strive for recognition and the right to practice their faith
openly and peacefully.

This article provides valuable insights into the Baha'i community's resilience and determination in navigating a
complex and evolving landscape in Iraq. E.'

Find the full &1
story here -
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Mubeen, an Iraqgi poet and journalist, was born in 1998 in southern Iraq. His diverse talents encompass
journalism, content creation, and a passion for promoting Iraqi literary artistry. He also earned a bachelor's

degree in Mechanical Engineering in 2020, displaying his range of skills.

Mubeen's journalism primarily revolves around cultural critique. He has contributed articles to various

websites, including As-Safir Al-Arabi, Jummar, and Al-Araby Al-Jadeed.

He also played a role in the research and preparation team for the Al-Basheer Show, where he assisted in
crafting episodes for the "Kharij Al-Minhaj" series on YouTube. Additionally, he co-founded Maska magazine,

which focuses on Iraqgi poetry.
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Excluded Citizens: The life of Iragi Roma

between the city’s ruins and rejection by
the authorities.

By Istibraq Al-Zubaydi
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Excluded Citizens: The life of Iraqi Roma between the city’s ruins and rejection by the authorities

This report, published on the Iraqi platform Jummar, addresses the harsh reality of Roma in Diyala and focuses
on the plight of women who suffer from various forms of marginalisation, harassment, deprivation of
education, forced labour, isolation from the outside world, human rights violations and social rejection. The
challenges faced by Roma children, such as denial of educational opportunities, bullying and the struggle
against loss of identity, are also highlighted. These children have a right to education, but society does not
recognise their true identity.

Furthermore, the report exposes the general marginalisation of the Roma community in Diyala, underlined by
the denial of basic human rights such as a decent standard of living, access to education, employment
opportunities, participation in military service and integration into mainstream society. This systematic
discrimination leads to a sense of superiority and condescension towards them.

Istabraq was motivated to write this report after visiting the Roma community several times and seeing their

suffering in person. She found that their plight is often wrongly represented in mainstream media and that
there is a lack of impartial, comprehensive reporting that accurately portrays their hardships and challenges.
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Journalist, Editor-in-Chief of Sharq Al-lrag Media Platform, dedicated community activist for women's affairs,

diversity, and empowering marginalised groups in Diyala.

Istabraq pursues her passion through her work as a journalist specializing in human rights and women'’s affairs
in particular, and by focusing on the affairs of her local community in the Diyala Governorate in eastern Iraq.
Her passion continues to challenge stereotypes of women by addressing sensitive topics that challenge societal

norms in a professional.
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